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The Youth Enhancing Process for Social Change.
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ABSTRACT

"The Youth Enhancing Process for Social Changes” is a qualitative research
which focus on concepts and formats of learning processes appropriate to enhance
youths' capacity to create social changes. It explores conditions and factors that are
supportive or obstructive to youths' learning process. The study comprises two parts:
literature review and case study.

The first part — literature review — includes review of research papers, thesis, and
relevant project documents. It finds that in the past ten years, studies in relation to
enhancing youths and creating learning processes are mostly quantitative research.
There are limited qualitative researches which explore the learning processes. Results of
the available qualitative researches suggest that various methods and processes have
been employed including: continuous activities, organizing or joining events in
communities, and group-learning processes.

The second part — case study — was conducted on 5 sample groups namely:
Enhancing Youths for Social Change Project, Theater for Social Change Project, (Seeds
of Peace Project), (Human Rights Laws for People Group), and Villagers' Children
Group. Selection of the 5 sample groups is based on purposive sampling method.
Methods employed in the research for the case studies are in-depth interviews,
participatory observation, and study of relevant projects' documents. Results of the
study suggest that appropriate learning processes to enhance youths' capacity for
social changes comprise the following key elements: Participants having interests in
social issues prior to joining the activity; Assigning clear objectives of the project and/or
activity help to design activities in consistent with the project's goals; Contents of the
process employed must be consistent with the target groups whose learning methods
may be different; The process duration must be appropriate to allow detailed and
comprehensive learning; Challenging and innovative learning spaces in communities,
groups, or public spears help enhance capacity of participants to connect and analyse

society which can lead to jointly-designed social actions. Additionally, facilitators play



significant roles in successful learning processes; they must have basic understanding
of the youth participants which may not be explained by the facilitators' discourses;
participatory process should be applied to encourage participants' internal learning;
and facilitators should have both theoretical knowledge and facilitation/process skills.

This research summarises that design of the learning processes employed in the
5 case studies entails the following concepts: First, direct education concept which
focus on learning at individual level through group process, comfort zone must be
created to encourage free exchanges without imposing absolute conclusion based on
the assumption that conclusions are individualized; Second, learning from practice
concept which emphasize taking action, attempting to produce work and self-learning in
problem-solving; Third, horizontal concept which signifies management of relationships
both between participants and between participants and facilitators to the same level as
well as appropriate management of authority.

In conclusion, this research suggests how learning processes for youths should
be re-examined in order to enhance their capacity for social changes; it also suggests
that current education system should be adapted in response to present social context,

i.e. more challenging, innovative, and with variation.
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